36o             NATIONAL LIFE AND CHARACTER          CHAP.

centuries during which we may mature and sweeten
in a world where incalculable terms of life seem
already -to have been allotted to the lower types.
This man argues that we shall last as long as the
coal-measures, and this other that there is no reason
why the race should die out till the earth itself shall
have begun to cool down into a skeleton of rock
without atmosphere or central heat. Assume this
protracted existence, and it seems natural to suppose
that we are at present only in the infancy of man,
and to anticipate that our remote descendants may
be as far superior to ourselves in polity and intelli-
gence as we are to the tribes of the lake period.

It is natural and perhaps good to indulge in
these dreams, which encourage us to continued
effort; but it is impossible not to remember that
they derive no warrant from the analogies of nature,
so far as we can be said to understand the natural
world. If the recent surmises of geologists are
correct, man has already been an inhabitant of the
earth for some very long period, whether we measure
it by tens of thousands or hundreds of thousands of
years, and has only had a history worth recording
for some forty centuries at most. Even during
historical times, so called, the world has mostly been
peopled by races, either like the negro very little
raised above the level of brutes, or at best, like the
lower-caste Hindoo and the Chinaman, of such
secondary intelligence as to have added nothing
permanent to our stock of ideas. At this moment,
though the civilised and progressive races have till
quite recently been increasing upon the inferior types,
and though the lowest forms of all are being exter-
minated, there seems, as we have seen, good warrant